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The festivities for players 
and fans are in full swing 
before Super Bowl LIV 
on Sunday in Miami. 
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KC artists repeat 
success at Sunday’s 
Grammys 3a 
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GOP defends Trump as 
Bolton book adds pressure 


BY ERIC TUCKER, ZEKE MILLER 
AND LISA MASCARO 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Pressure increased Monday 
on senators to call John Bolton 
to testify at President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
even as defense lawyers 
brushed past extraordinary new 


allegations from Trump’s form- 
er national security adviser and 
made legal and historical argu- 
ments for acquittal. 

The president’s legal team 
resumed its presentation as 
Republicans grappled with 
claims in a forthcoming book 
from Bolton that undercut a key 
defense argument - that Trump 
never tied withholding military 


aid to Ukraine to his demand 
the country help investigate 
political rival Joe Biden. 

The attorneys did not make 
any direct reference to revela- 
tions about Bolton’s book draft 
as they opened arguments, 
though one did appear to take 
an oblique swipe. 

“We deal with transcript evi- 
dence, we deal with publicly 


available information,” said 
attorney Jay Sekulow. “We do 
not deal with speculation, alle- 
gations that are not based on 
evidentiary standards at all.” 
The president’s lawyers argued 
that Trump had legitimate reason 
to be concerned about Ukraine 
and, in any event, ultimately 
released the aid without the 
country committing to investiga- 


tions the president wanted. Dem- 
ocrats say Trump did so only 
after a whistleblower submitted a 
complaint about the episode. 

The lawyers also defended the 
actions of Rudy Giuliani, the 
president’s personal lawyer 
whose efforts pressing for the 
Biden investigation helped lead 
to the firing of the American 
ambassador to Ukraine. And 
they attacked the business deal- 
ings of Hunter Biden, who sat 
on the board of a Ukraine gas 
company at the same time his 
father was vice president, as 
they made the case that Trump 
was right to seek an investiga- 
tion. 


SEE IMPEACHMENT, 3A 
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Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes leans in to answer a question as he and the rest of the team take center stage during 
Monday’s Super Bowl Opening Night event for fans and media at Marlins Park in Miami. 


Opening Night, Marlins Park: 
Chiefs’ Super Bowl week begins 


The Kansas City Star 


The Super Bowl’s glittery 
curtain was officially raised 
Monday evening in Miami. And 
for the first time in 50 years, the 
Kansas City Chiefs took center 
stage. 

Superstar Chiefs quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes didn’t waste 
time planting KC’s flag at the 
carnival-like “Opening Night” 
event for fans and media at 


Marlins Park. Asked what he 
hopes to accomplish in South 
Florida, where the Chiefs will 
play the San Francisco 49ers 
Sunday, the reigning NFL MVP 
had a ready-made answer: 

“Get one for Coach Reid. Get 
one for Kansas City.” 

Let the fun begin. 

With kickoff for Super Bowl 
LIV at nearby Hard Rock Stadi- 
um still six days away, it seemed 
like most of the week’s 6,000 
credentialed media were in 


attendance Monday. The Chiefs 
paraded onstage a little after 6 
p.m. Central to cheers from the 
crowd of ticketed spectators, 
then sat down to face the cam- 
eras or strolled the floor of the 
Miami Marlins’ baseball stadi- 
um. 

Mahomes, coach Andy Reid 
and other marquee Chiefs took 
questions patiently. One person 
assigned to cover Monday’s 
event brought a fishing rod 
(why, exactly, was unclear). 


Another dressed as a convincing 
young Andy, how Reid appears 
in famous images from his 
youth when he won a Punt, Pass 
& Kick competition looking 
several sizes larger than his 
competitors. 

After about an hour, the 
Chiefs filed out and the 49ers’ 
star turn followed. 

But for the thousands of 
Chiefs fans in attendance and 
watching live on NFL Network, 
this night was all about Kansas 
City’s red and gold. Asked his 
most cherished memory, Ma- 
homes said it was being drafted 
by the Chiefs. 


Experts suspect Bryant’s 
pilot got lost in the fog 


BY STEFANIE DAZIO, DAVID KOENIG 
AND BERNARD CONDON 


Associated Press 


CALABASAS, CALIF. 
Coroner’s officials worked to 
recover victims’ remains Mon- 
day from the hillside outside 
Los Angeles where a helicopter 
carrying former NBA superstar 
Kobe Bryant and eight others 


crashed in a wreck that aviation 
experts said may have been 
caused by the pilot becoming 
disoriented in the fog. 

While the cause of the tragedy 
is under investigation by the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board, some experts raised 
questions of whether the hel- 
icopter should have even been 
flying. The weather was so fog- 


gy that the Los Angeles Police 
Department and the county 
sheriff’s department had 
grounded their own choppers. 
Authorities told the Los An- 
geles times that the investiga- 
tion will also look at pilot’s his- 
tory, as well as helicopter main- 
tenance records. The FBI is also 
assisting in the probe, which is 
standard practice. The helicop- 
ter was registered to Fillmore- 
based Island Express Holding 
Corp., according to the Cali- 
fornia secretary of state’s busi- 
ness database. The helicopter’s 
manufacturer, Sikorsky, said in 
a statement Sunday that it was 


cooperating with the investiga- 
tion. 

The Sikorsky S-76 went down 
Sunday morning, killing the 
retired athlete along with his 
13-year-old daughter Gianna 
and everyone else aboard and 
scattering debris over an area 
the size of a football field. 

Parts of Southern California 
were enveloped in thick fog as 
the helicopter made its way to 
Los Angeles, the Los Angeles 
Times reported. During the 
flight, the pilot requested per- 
mission to fly while being mon- 
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Kansas 
property 
taxes 
prompt calls 
for help 


BY JONATHAN SHORMAN 
AND SARAH RITTER 


jshorman@wichitaeagle.com 
sritter@kansascity.com 


TOPEKA 

When Mary Coffman and 
her husband moved to Over- 
land Park from Oklahoma 
City in 2014, they found a 
comparable home - and ex- 
pected their property taxes to 
be about the same, too. 

They were wrong. 

The retirees went from 
paying around $2,600 a year 
in Oklahoma to $3,200 in 
Kansas. Six years after their 
move, Coffman said they’re 
handing over $5,600 a year, 
more than double their Okla- 
homa tax bill. 

Coffman said they’re lucky 
enough that they’re not de- 
pendent on Social Security. 
But they still have to watch 
their spending and have even 
talked about returning to 
Oklahoma. 

“I think a lot of retirees 
look at that. Can I afford 
staying in Kansas?” Coffman 
said. 

Homeowners across the 
state are increasingly worried 
about their property taxes. 
Collections have risen by 
more than $1 billion over the 
past decade. Kansans now 
pay more than $5 billion in 
property taxes each year — 
the 18th highest burden 
among states, according toa 
2019 analysis by WalletHub. 
Oklahoma ranked 49th. 

The taxes fuel city and 
county governments across 
the state, as well as public 
schools. 

Democratic Gov. Laura 
Kelly and Republican law- 
makers are pushing separate 
plans that offer a small 
amount of relief for taxpayers 
or slow down rising bills. But 
they fall short of an overhaul 
that would dramatically 
shrink tax bills. 

Kelly’s plan could give the 
owner of a $150,000 John- 
son County home $20 in 
annual relief while a working 
group develops recommenda- 
tions for future changes. 
Republicans would restrict 
increases by requiring cities 
and counties to vote on col- 
lecting additional property 


SEE PROPERTY TAXES, 2A 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
877-962-7827 or kansascity.com/customer-service 


Business 
Classified 
Comics 


5A : Obituaries 
7B : Opinion 
4B : Puzzles 


Sports 1B 
TV 6B 
Weather 8B 


113101050 


7'04 4 


